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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



Mat, 18C9. 



of a man whose brutal deed has rankled in my breast for 
twenty years. Go! and remember the tears of a friendless 
child." 

The man bowed his head in shame, and went out from 
the presence of magnanimity as grand to him as incompre- 
hensible. 



An Experiment. — For many years after the English 
had seized the terrritory of the Cape of Good Hope, the 
natives, especially the athletic and intelligent Caffres,. made 
rain endeavors to recover their lands. Millions of pounds 
sterling were expended, and some thousands of lives of 
British subjects lost, in waging an exterminating war upon 
these patriot savages. But no peace, no security, no dim- 
inution of expense, and loss of life, was secured. 

About 1865, Sir George Grey, then British Governor of 
the colony, adopted a new policy. He issued a government 
proposal to expend $160,C00, a year for the support of 
Christian Missions among these unconquerable tribes, pro- 
vided that the various Missionary Societies would expend 
on Missions among them an equal sum. For many years 
fifty-fold that expense had been incurred in slaying the 
Caffres, and ravaging their country. Sir George riphtly 
judged that the introduction of the Gospel would be a 
cheap process, both as to life and to money ; and, what was 
much more, an effectual tranquillizer, such as years of war 
had failed to be. 

The proposal of Sir George was not fully adopted ; but 
Missions were established, and have wrought a huge change. 
"We hear no more of bloody raids by the natives, on the 
homes of the settlers; and the cost of the colony to the 
home government is now but a trifle. H. M. 



LEAF BY LEAF. 

Leaf by leaf the roses fall, 

Drop by drop the springs run dry ; 
One by one, beyond recall, 

Summer beauties fade and die j 
But the roses bloom again, 

And the spring will gush anew. 
In the pleasant April rain, 

And the summer sun and dew. 

So, in hours of deepest gloom, 

When the springs of gladnef s fail, 
And the roses in the bloom. 

Droop like maidens wan and pale, 
We' shall find some hope that lies 

Like a silent gem apart, 
Hidden far'from careless eyes 

In the garden of the heart. 

Some sweet hope to gladness wed. 

That will spread afresh and new, 
When griefs winter shall have fled, 

Giving place to rain and dew ; 
Some sweet hope that breathes of spring, 

Through the weary, weary time, 
Budding forth its blossoming. 

In the spirit's glorious clime. 



NATIONAL DEBTS. 

England has the greatest indebtedness of any country in 
the world. Its interest consumed more than one-third of 
the revenues of the United Kingdom at the time of the 
Bevolution of 1688, and had increased at the death of 
William III., in 1702, to £15,730,439. On the death of 
Queen Anne, in 1714, it stood at $ 64,145,363. Little 
more than two millions -sterling was paid off during the 



reign of George I., and at his death in 1727, it was $52,- 
092,238. At the end, when William III. became King, 
the amount was small. Here, in round numbers, is a table 
of its increase : 



Year. 


Occasion. 


Amount. 


1C.88- 


-Accession of William III, 


£666,000 


1702- 


— " Queen Anne, 


16,600,000 


1714- 


— " George I, 


54,000,000 


1749- 


— End of Spanish War, 


78,000,000 


1763- 


- " Seven Tears' War, 


139,000,000 


1786- 


— After American War, 


268,000,000 


1798- 


— •• Irish Rebellion, 


462,000,000 


1802- 


— •« French War, 


671,000,000 


1814- 


— " Fall of Napoleon, 


865,000,000 


1830 




•840,000,000 


1840 




789,000,000 


1850 




774,000,000 


1856- 


— Close of Russian War, 


800,000,000 


1868 




749,101,428 



But, as to this must be added terminable annuities a- 
mounting to £47.930.222, the actual debt of England now 
amounts to £797,031.650, and the interest and cost of 
management is £26,671,750 per annum. The amount of 
gross revenue contributed by each man, woman, and child in 
the British islands is a fraction over £2 St. (equal to $12) 
— an amount which has largely increased since 1841. The 
share cf each individual in the capital of the British nation- 
al debt is £27 15s. 2c?., (equal to $133.24.) and the annu- 
.al interest paid by each is 17s. 8d„ equal to $4.24. In 
round numbers, the British national debt is $3,985,000,000, 
against about $2,500,000,000 due by the United States ; 
but the interest payable is on the British debt $133,000,- 
000, and on the American, $130,000,000. The fact is, we 
pay upon our debt a much heavier interest than is paid by 
the English upon theirs ; it is the difference in the value 
of money in the two countries. In England, a secured rate 
of interest so low as three per cent, is accepted ; but with 
us six per cent is about the lowest that money investments 
are expected to produce. The civil list, or allowance to 
the Queen of England and her family, amounts to over $3,- 
000,000 in gold, in addition to at least twenty royal pala- 
ces and parks rent-free, and kept in perfect repair at the 
public expense. Queen Victoria's private property, chiefly 
accuring from her own large savings and $5,000,000 left to 
her by Prince Albert, is estimated over $10,000,000. Tho 
Prince of Wales receives $500,000 a year, and his wife's 
pocket-money is $50,000 a year. But some of the royal 
family receive more than the civil list allowance. Thus the 
Duke of Cambridge (the Queen's cousin) receives $60,000 
a year, besides as much more as commander-in-chief, col- 
onel of a regiment, and ranger of St. James', Green, Hyde, 
and Richmond Parks, with a palace at Richmond. He 
also has some valuable perquisites Apparently the royal 
principle is to pocket all it can grasp. 

The national debt of Greece amounts to about £14,000,- 
000, besides a floating debt of £6,000,000. The amount 
per head is nearly £18 which is proportionably the heavi- 
est in the world. The national revenue is always much 
smaller than the expenditure. The income paid to the King 
Georgos I., (brother of the Princess of Wales,) is £54,860 
per annum, of which £12.000 is paid by the Governments 
of Prussia, France, and England, and £42,860 by the 
Greeks, and it is only justice to the young king to mention 
that in September, 1S65, he announced his intention of dis- 
pensing with a third of the civil list granted him by Greece, 
in order to relieve the embarrassments of the public treasu- 
ry. He does not rest on a bed of roses ; for from between 
his accession in November, 1863, and the end of February, 
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1868, there have been twenty-one changes of Ministry — 
that is, a new Cabinet every three months. The Govern- 
ment oflbials number 10.000 in a population of 1,332,503, 
or one to every 133 inhabitants. 

Italy is " over head and ears" in debt, with a large defi- 
cit every year in the public revenue. The national debt 
amounts to £250,000.000, and the annual interest to £15,- 
000.000. The civil list is very large. To the King, 
£650,000 a year; to the crown prince, £ IS, 000; to two 
'other princes, cousins of the king. £i4,000; to the Duke 
of Acosta, £30,000 ; total, £752,000. Besides this, the 
expenses of the king in journeying into the provinces, and 
the charges of building and repairing royal residences are 
defrayed out of the public purse. As a set-off Victor Em- 
anuel gave up to the State in 1848, the large private do- 
mains of his family ; also, in 1861, eleven palaces which 
had belonged to the banished Grand Dukes of Ital_y. 

There is a heavy and hopeless national debt in the Pa- 
pal Dominion. The amount is estimated at 743,053.900 
livres, (or francs,) which is equivalent to $ 150,000.000 — 
not a large sum, but much more than the Pope can ever pay. 
It is not always that he is able to pay the interest. The 
revenue covers about one-half the annual expenditure, which 
is about $15,000,000 per annum. The amount of the 
Pope's civil list is unknown. His own personal cxpences 
are very small, but the neccessity of maintaining the state 
of a temporal prince, as well as that of " Head of the 
Church," must be costly. 

In the Netherlands, a monarchy established in 1815 but 
materially diminished and weakened by these cession of Bel- 
gium iu 830 the national debt amounts to £31.000,000, 
and the annual interest thereon to £2,302,9 18, or one-fourth 
of the total State expenditure. Between 1848 and 1868 
nearly £16,000,000 of the debt was paid off. The 
total money absorbed by the King and royal family is 
£75,000 a year ; but the princes of Orange-Naussau have 
an immense private fortune, accumulated by the commer- 
cial speculations of William I., the first King, who abdicated 
in 1840. Prince Frederick, the present King's uncle, con- 
tinues his father's trade speculatious' and is reputed to be 
one of the wealthiest Princes in Europe. 

The national debt of Portugal was began in 1796, and 
now amonts £38.000,000, the annual interest on which is 
£1,500.000 — but it often happens that only part of this 
interest is paid. For the last thirty years the expenditure 
has always exceeded the revenue. The expenses of the 
whole court amounts to £152,000 a year. The King, on 
his marriage with Victor Emanuel's daughter, in 1802, de- 
clined a grant of £14,000 from the nation to his wife, and 
pays it out of his own civil list. From this, too, he le- 
turns one fourthcenth of his own allowance, directing that, 
it be employed for edncational purposes. On the 25th of 
last month, King Luis further assigned to the treasury 
eight per cent, of the annual income of the royal family in 
cosequence of the fiinancial difficulties of the country. 
This is an example which some other potentates might cred« 
itably follow. — Washington Chronicle. 



OUR FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

There are current among us views on this subject so 
conflicting that the people may well be in doubt what to 
believe. Here is one view : — 

The history of the wbrld supplies no financial parallel to 
that of the American people during the war, and since its 
close. When the government was a borrower at the rate of 
hundreds of millions a year, the people were lenders at the 
same rate. Not a dollar was directly borrowed from any 



foreign country. The people, with about one-third of the 
Union, furnished the sinews of war, and oontinued to supply 
the money as long as the government needed to borrow it. 
When the war closed, in April, 1865, the cost up to 
that time was $2,366,955,977. Since then we have paid 
$630,431,125 of war debts previously due, and reduced the 
actual debt of the country by $470,256,640, and also 
advanced $42,194,000 to the Pacific Railroads, and paid 
$7,200,000 for the purchase of Alaska. Meanwhile the 
current expenses of the Government and the interest on the 
publio debt have been paid, which at an average rate of 
$318,928,021 per annum amount in three years and a half 
to $1,142,825,411. To accomplish this financial wonder 
the Government has received from the people in the same 
period $1,602,496,042. While carrying along the large 
expenses of the Government, we have annually paid one 
hundred and seventy millions toward the liquidation of the 
debt and for national improvements, and in the meantime 
greatly, relieved the burdens of the people by reduced tax- 
ation Nearly the entire amount thus raised has come from 
the states that sustained the Government during the war, 
and conquered the rebellion. 

These figures furnish evidence the most conclusive that 
the American people are fully adequate to meet all their 
obligations. Though the public debt is large, the capaci- 
ties of the people are proportionately large, and every day 
becoming larger. The taxes may be gradually reduced, 
and we see no occasion for despondency, and none for a 
panic. — N. T. Independent. 

Against these rose-colored views take the statements of a 
man who ought to know better of what he affirms. Senator 
Sprague, from Rhode Island, whose experience as one of 
our largest manufacturers entitles his opinions to great 
weight, says wo have been becoming constantly poorer 
instead of richer. 

" I wish I could believe we are growing richer. Are we 
richer as a manufacturing State in Rhode Island than we 
were before the war ? I say No ; and I know the fact my- 
self from experience. I know that seven years of employ- 
ment of the machinery of that State has reduced its value 
seventy per cent. Have we laid up anything to meet that 
deficiency ? Have we more lands, more houses, more of any 
of the necessaries of life ? The statistics do not show it. 
Wc are poorer, in my judgment, by the $5,000,000,000 we 
have spent in this war. It may be that to offset this you 
may deduct what we have produced during the seven years ; 
but then, on the other side of the account, you must add 
that which fifteen hundred thousand men have destroyed." 

Probabilities are certainly on the Senator's side. That a 
million and a half of soldiers should bo for years engaged 
in killing each other, and destroying property by wholesale 
with all the terrible enginery of modern warfare, without 
exhausting the resources of a eountry, is an absurdity so 
palpable and glaring, that we see not how any man of 
sense could entertain it for a moment.^ The thing is clearly 
impossible ; and wc marvel at the self-adulation that can 
talk so flippantly about our growing rich as a nation whilo 
sacrificing nearly a thousand able-bodied men, and three 
millions of treasure every day 1 A man who can believe 
such an absurdity, can believe anything he chooses. It is 
quite true, that wc are recovering as no other people ever 
did, from the financial pressure and derangements occasioned 
by our rebellion ; but this gratifying fact does not by one 



